
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



April 1889.] BOOK NOTICES. 181 



BOOK NOTICES. 

Internationales Archiv fur Ethnographie. Edited by J. D. E. 
Schmeltz. London, P. W. M. Trap. Vol. i, 1888. 

Since the importance of studying the arts and inventions of primi- 
tive man has become recognized, the old collections of curiosities 
have rapidly developed into systematically arranged museums, in 
which the peculiar culture of each people is exhibited by its own 
works or in which certain inventions are traced among all the peo- 
ples of the world. Besides the large collections of American and 
European capitals, smaller ones have sprung up here and there. But 
the rapidly accumulating material could not be put to the best use, 
as anthropologists had no means of obtaining information on im- 
portant accessions, and as they were unable to visit the collection 
which they desired to study. To overcome this difficulty the estab- 
ment of a journal was necessary from which such knowledge could 
be derived, which would convey information on new accessions, and 
which would give descriptions and illustrations of important, par- 
ticularly of unique, specimens, thus making them accessible to all 
students. 

This is the scope of the "Internationales Archiv fur Ethnogra- 
phie. ' ' A year has elapsed since the first number of the journal was 
published, and we may say that it is fully accomplishing its task. It 
contains contributions from all parts of the world, in German, 
English, French, and Dutch, in which important collections or 
specimens are described, or in which the hitherto unknown use and 
meaning of well-known specimens are explained. This part of the 
journal is illustrated by magnificent colored plates of great artistic 
value. Anthropologists will gratefully acknowledge the liberality 
of the publisher, who enables the editor to make the plates of the 
journal furnish information of an unparalleled collection of inter- 
esting ethnological specimens, such as no one museum can boast 
of. The journal appears bimonthly, and the first volume contains 
twenty-one plates. Among the specimens represented Americans 
will be especially interested in that of Powhatan's, the Virginian 
chief's, mantle, now preserved in the Ashmolean Museum at Oxford, 
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England. Among other plates, we mention the beautifu' representa- 
tions of specimens from Liberia, a series of typical carvings from 
the Ameer Province, some specimens of elaborate workmanship from 
Polynesia, and a series of plates illustrating a paper on Mekka. 

Not less important than these contributions are the other depart- 
ments of the journal. In the department, Notes, News, and Corre- 
spondence, questions of current interest are touched upon, and dis- 
puted points are discussed and eventually settled. The department, 
Questions and Answers, promises to become of great importance to 
all interested in the management of collections. It is especially 
devoted to ascertaining the origin of doubtful specimens. The 
original stock of our present museums, which contains many of the 
most valuable specimens, is, if at all, carelessly labeled, and fre- 
quently great difficulty is experienced in identifying the origin of 
such objects. In the present department opportunity is given to 
submit a sketch to the anthropologists of the world, and thus the 
chances of obtaining the desired information are materially in- 
creased. 

We consider the department, "Museums and Collections," the 
most important of all, and its steady growth shows that it really 
meets a serious demand. It is a record of all important accessions 
to ethnological collections, large and small, of Europe, as well as of 
other continents. It would be unfair to expect any degree of com- 
pleteness of this record in a first volume, but what has been accom- 
plished proves that the editor applies himself with great zeal to 
making this department a valuable reference. Finally, the journal 
contains a bibliographical record, reviews, and news of explora- 
tions, etc. 

The editor, Mr. J. D. E. Schmeltz, who is so well known through 
his work on the Museum Godeffroy, has succeeded in making the 
journal a center for all interested in the study of ethnological col- 
lections, and whosoever desires information on the subject will turn 
to its pages. Its plates bid fair to become an unequaled treasure 
for students of ethnology, containing, as they do, what is considered 
most unique and most valuable in each collection. 

Franz Boas. 



